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Unless otherwise indicated, all questions are based on Gemara/Rashi.

Copies of these tests can be obtained by contacting us directly or at www.dafaweek.com/DafAWeekTests.php.
Initially, the “questions only” test will be posted. A few weeks later, we will post the “question/answer” sheet. Any
comments, suggestions or corrections would be appreciated.

Name

Please Circle One: Open xmx / Closed xR

1) Atwhat point is it prohibited to cut down a grapevine during a nvnw year.,.
A) According to the 1127?
Wwwn, when the grape reaches the size of a small bean.
B) According to "o "21?

When the grapevine starts to bud, a7%e.

2) At what point is it prohibited to cut down a date palm tree during a v nw year.,.
A) According to the 1120?

Wwex1wn, when the first leaves come out during je%a. '@ elsewhere (:Y% n1292) says
when the tree starts budding.

B) According to "o "21?

Same as the 1127, there is no 33297 9217 %27 npYor with regards to YR INw.

3) According to the conclusion of the xan3, why was *&y2°x 21 allowed to cut down the
date palm tree during the nvnw year?

Because it was a male date palm tree, and the dates on a male date palm tree never fully
ripen on the tree.
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4) According to the xn»"2, what halachic significance is there to the small figs from
I 2.

A) According to the p"n?

Answer: In the mus»w year you are not 2% to be swan figs until the figs of >3 nv2 are
depleted.

B) According to 77 °21?

Answer: They are only considered fruit with regard to the 2y to take awy».

5) ...noo 7Y 2021932 PR — How does this xn»92 contradict the previous xn*92
regarding the time of mw»2 and how does the k773 resolve this contradiction?

Answer: It is a little unclear which xn%s92 this xn92 contradicts. Artscroll seems to
explain that it contradicts the xn>s=2 specifically regarding dates. The X973 Xnasn»
seems to explain that this xns>932 contradicts the two previous nxn>=z regarding
grapes, olives, figs and dates. Either way, the earlier nyxn»12 gave a deadline based on
when the fruits were depleted in various places, while this xn%s92 gives a deadline
based on specific dates. The Ra%5’s first answer is that the specific dates are the same
as when the fruits got depleted from the various places. The 8%3’s second answer is
that the specific dates are the default times of the =32 2. However, if we find fruit
in various locations at a later time, it would extend when the =21p52 231 occurs.

6) What are the o0 for the following landforms and what are the reasons that we
need to know them?

A) Mountains o™

Answer: If there are 1" trees growing there. Reasons: 1) We are not allowed to use
dates from mountains as asm=s2; 2) for msn»m» npn» — if a person sells a mountain it must
contain o trees.
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B) Valleys opny

Answer: If there are date trees growing there. Reasons: 1) We are supposed to use dates
from valleys as 2%919°2 and not supposed to use m=ss (grain according to >'""w=) from
valleys; 2) for sammy npn — if a person sells a valley it must contain date trees.

C) Streams o°om

Answer: If there are reeds growing there. Reasons: 1) Regarding an 5219y 712, the
elders of the nearest city must decapitate it next to a stream; 2) for =onm»y npn — if a
person sells a stream it must contain reeds.

D) Plain n%sw

Answer: If there are mmapw (sycamore) trees growing there. Reason: for asmmy npn —if a
person sells a plain it must contain mapw trees.

7) Why is it forbidden to sell moa fni2 to non-Jews?

Answer: The j121 were =1 selling large animals to non-Jews because they were
worried that a Jew would also rent or lend their animal to a non-Jew and the non-Jew
would make the animal work on naw. Also, a Jew might sell the animal right before
naw and the buyer will ask him to demonstrate the animal’s capacity to work. When the
animal responds to the Jew’s prodding, the Jew will be violating =nmr®» on naw.

8) Why did some places have the custom not to sell small animals to non-Jews?

Answer: The places which had the »m7a» did so as a 57991 that they would not come to
sell large animals.

9) Why did x7°n2 12 allow selling a horse to a non-Jew?

Answer: The main purpose of a horse is riding and that is only 32297» 910K on naw.
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10) Why did 21 forbid a person to say: This meat is for nos?

Answer: If a person says “This meat is for mop” it appears as if he is wspn the value of
that meat for purchasing an animal for the iop a9p thus, when he eats it, he would
appear to be violating its a7 nwp.

11) If a person accepts upon himself to bring a nnan 1297 made from o ww, is he
required to bring it and based on what criteria

A) According to the p"n?

Answer: The p"n of the mawn in nyman says that he is obligated to bring a mman from
1w since the beginning of his words obligated him to bring a s and there is
ma7a s from asmww we therefore disregard the end of his words.

B) According to nwnw *29?

Answer: He is 2y from bringing any nman. pw»w 521 is of the opinion that we do
not disregard his ending words and since there is no 7271 nman from asmww his
statement is meaningless.

C) According to oy °21?

Answer: sgy 521 agrees with the p''n of the mawn in niman that he is required to bring
a nman of aswn, however for a different reason. He agrees with fwaw 521 that we
don’t disregard the person’s ending words; however, we do not assume a person
would say meaningless words. Therefore, when he obligates himself to bring a rma»
from 2 ww we understand it to mean a wheat sman from the value of the asmww.

12) Regarding lighting candles for m15° a»...
A) What is the reason to light?

Answer: Having relations with one’s spouse is prohibited on 91952 a. Since it is
forbidden to have relations in a lit up room, the light would act as a deterrent.
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B) What is the reason not to light?

Answer: Having relations with one’s spouse is prohibited on 912%3 a». The
communities which didn’t light a candle felt that seeing one’s spouse would tempt
a person to have relations.

13) Why is it that everyone agrees that we light candles on m19°> 21 in >n21 n1°015 °n2
09I 223 DY O°PORT NIRIANAY MWITA?

Answer: Since in these places it is not relevant that a person would have relations, the
regular mxn to light candles in honor of the 2 nwTp is observed.
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